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OUR APPROACH TO SPOKEN LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT  

A high-quality education in English will teach pupils to speak and write fluently so that they can 

communicate their ideas and emotions to others and through their reading and listening, others can 

communicate with them. 

All the skills of language are essential to participating fully as a member of society and therefore it is 

vital to ensure that teaching across the curriculum develops the oral literacy of our children. 

Teachers should develop pupils’ spoken language, reading, writing and vocabulary as integral 

aspects of the teaching of every subject. English is both a subject in its own right and the medium for 

teaching; for pupils, understanding the language provides access to the whole curriculum. Fluency in 

the English language is an essential foundation for success in all subjects. 

National Curriculum for Spoken Language 

The national curriculum for English reflects the importance of spoken language in pupils’ development 

across the whole curriculum – cognitively, socially and linguistically. Spoken language underpins the 

development of reading and writing. The quality and variety of language that pupils hear and speak 

are vital for developing their vocabulary and grammar and their understanding for reading and writing. 

Teachers should therefore ensure the continual development of pupils’ confidence and competence 

in spoken language and listening skills. Pupils should develop a capacity to explain their 

understanding of books and other reading, and to prepare their ideas before they write. They must be 

assisted in making their thinking clear to themselves as well as to others and teachers should ensure 

that pupils build secure foundations by using discussion to probe and remedy their misconceptions. 

Pupils should also be taught to understand and use the conventions for discussion and debate. 

Pupils should be taught to speak clearly and convey ideas confidently using Standard English. They 

should learn to justify ideas with reasons; ask questions to check understanding; develop vocabulary 

and build knowledge; negotiate; evaluate and build on the ideas of others; and select the appropriate 

register for effective communication. They should be taught to give well-structured descriptions and 

explanations and develop their understanding through speculating, hypothesising and exploring 

ideas. This will enable them to clarify their thinking as well as organise their ideas for writing. 

All pupils should be enabled to participate in and gain knowledge, skills and understanding 

associated with the artistic practice of drama. Pupils should be able to adopt, create and sustain a 

range of roles, responding appropriately to others in role. They should have opportunities to 

improvise, devise and script drama for one another and a range of audiences, as well as to rehearse, 

refine, share and respond thoughtfully to drama and theatre performances. 

Statutory requirements which underpin all aspects of spoken language across the six years of primary 

education form part of the national curriculum. These are reflected and contextualised within the 

reading and writing domains as detailed by year group.  
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Spoken language 

 

Statutory requirements 

Pupils should be taught to: 

listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 

ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 

use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary  

articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 

give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, 

including for expressing feelings  

maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on 

topic and initiating and responding to comments  

use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, 

imagining and exploring ideas 

speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 

participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and 

debates 

gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 

consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions 

of others 

select and use appropriate registers for effective communication. 
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Spoken language in Y1 

Teachers should ensure that their teaching develops pupils’ oral vocabulary as well as their ability to 

understand and use a variety of grammatical structures, giving particular support to pupils whose oral 

language skills are insufficiently developed. 

Pupils should have extensive experience of listening to, sharing and discussing a wide range of high-

quality books with the teacher, other adults and each other to engender a love of reading at the same 

time as they are reading independently. Pupils’ vocabulary should be developed when they listen to 

books read aloud and when they discuss what they have heard. 

By listening frequently to stories, poems and non-fiction that they cannot yet read for themselves, 

pupils begin to understand how written language can be structured in order, for example, to build 

surprise in narratives or to present facts in non-fiction. Listening to and discussing information books 

and other non-fiction establishes the foundations for their learning in other subjects. 

Rules for effective discussions should be agreed with and demonstrated for pupils. They should help 

to develop and evaluate them, with the expectation that everyone takes part. Pupils should be helped 

to consider the opinions of others. 

Role-play can help pupils to identify with and explore characters and to try out the language they 

have listened to. 

Y1 Spoken language development through reading  

Pupils should:  

 listen to and discuss a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at 

which they can read independently 

 link what they read or hear read to their own experiences 

 become very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling them and 

considering their particular characteristics 

 recognise and join in with predictable phrases 

 learn to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite some by heart 

 discuss word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known 

 discuss the significance of the book title and events 

 participate in discussion about what is read to them, taking turns and listening to what others 

say 

 explain clearly their understanding of what is read to them. 

Y1 Spoken language development through writing 

Pupils should:   

 say out loud what they are going to write about 

 compose a sentence orally before writing it 

 discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils 

 read aloud their writing clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher. 
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Spoken language in Y2 

During year 2, teachers should should make sure that pupils listen to and discuss a wide range of 

stories, poems, plays and information books; this should include whole books. Pupils should be 

encouraged to think aloud to develop both their oracy and planning for writing skills.  

Drama and role-play can contribute to both language acquisition and the quality of pupils’ writing by 

providing opportunities for pupils to develop and order their ideas through playing roles and 

improvising scenes in various settings. Such drama techniques can help pupils to identify with and 

explore characters. In these ways, they extend their understanding of what they read and have 

opportunities to try out the language they have listened to.  

Discussion should be demonstrated to pupils. They should be guided to participate in it and they 

should be helped to consider the opinions of others. They should receive feedback on their 

discussions. 

Y2 Spoken language development through reading  

Pupils should:  

 develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by: 

 listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of contemporary and classic 

poetry, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read independently 

 discussing the sequence of events in books and how items of information are related 

 becoming increasingly familiar with and retelling a wider range of stories, fairy stories and 

traditional tales 

 being introduced to non-fiction books that are structured in different ways 

 recognising simple recurring literary language in stories and poetry 

 discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary 

 discussing their favourite words and phrases 

 continuing to build up a repertoire of poems learnt by heart, appreciating these and reciting 

some, with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear 

 participate in discussion about books, poems and other works that are read to them and those 

that they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say 

 explain and discuss their understanding of books, poems and other material, both those that 

they listen to and those that they read for themselves. 

Y2 Spoken language development through writing 

Pupils should:  

 consider what they are going to write before beginning by planning or saying out loud what 

they are going to write about 

 read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear. 
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Spoken language in Y3/4 

Specific requirements for pupils to discuss what they are learning and to develop their wider skills in 

spoken language form part of this programme of study. In years 3 and 4, pupils should become more 

familiar with and confident in using language in a greater variety of situations, for a variety of 

audiences and purposes, including through drama, formal presentations and debate. 

 

Y3/4 Spoken language development through reading  

Pupils should be taught to: 

 develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by: 

 listen to and discuss a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or 

textbooks 

 prepare poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through 

intonation, tone, volume and action 

 discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination 

 check that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and explaining the 

meaning of words in context 

 ask questions to improve their understanding of a text 

 participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can read for 

themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say. 

 

Y3/4 Spoken language development through writing 

Pupils should be taught to plan their writing by: 

 discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and 

learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar 

 discussing and recording ideas 

Pupils should be taught to draft and write by: 

 composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building a 

varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures 

 read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate intonation and 

controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear. 
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Spoken language in Y5/6 

By the beginning of year 5, pupils should be able to read aloud a wider range of poetry and books 

written at an age-appropriate interest level with accuracy and at a reasonable speaking pace. 

They should be able to prepare readings, with appropriate intonation to show their understanding, 

and should be able to summarise and present a familiar story in their own words. 

Specific requirements for pupils to discuss what they are learning and to develop their wider skills in 

spoken language form part of this programme of study. In years 5 and 6, pupils’ confidence, 

enjoyment and mastery of language should be extended through public speaking, performance and 

debate. 

 

Y5/6 Spoken language development through reading  

Pupils should be taught to maintain positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what 

they read by: 

 continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction 

and reference books or textbooks 

 recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their choices 

 identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing 

 making comparisons within and across books 

 learning a wider range of poetry by heart 

 preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through 

intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience 

 discussing and evaluating how authors use language, including figurative language, 

considering the impact on the reader 

 participating in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read for 

themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging views courteously 

 explaining and discussing their understanding of what they have read, including through formal 

presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic and using notes where necessary 

 

Y5/6 Spoken language development through writing  

Pupils should: 

 perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, volume, and movement so that 

meaning is clear. 

 think aloud to generate ideas as part of the writing process.  

 


